
RETIREMENT ANNOUNCEMENT 
 
Leigh Walton, Supervisory Information Technology Specialist with the Animal Improvement 
Programs Laboratory (AIPL), will be retiring on Friday, May 13, 2011, after 40 years of dedicated 
Federal service. Leigh began his career at the Beltsville Dairy as an animal caretaker in July 1970 
and worked there until joining AIPL as a computer assistant in April 1973. He has continued to 
diligently work at AIPL over the course of the last 38 years in a variety of positions and has been 
recognized many times for his superior work and leadership by both the Federal government and 
dairy industry.  

 
In 2010, Leigh was a co-recipient of the Outstanding Service Award of the National Dairy Herd 
Information Association (NDHIA) in recognition of his dedicated service and notable leadership. For 
more than 30 years, he has provided the computer expertise necessary to support USDA’s research 
program on the genetic evaluations of U.S. dairy animals. The NDHIA Outstanding Service Award 
traditionally has been presented to top individuals in organizations related to the DHI program, and 
Leigh’s receipt of this award was the first time that NDHIA has honored the contributions of service 
personnel within an organization. 

 
The AIPL staff wants to wish Leigh the best in his retirement and invites you to join them at a 
luncheon in his honor at Sir Walter Raleigh (http://sirwalterraleigh.com/published/menu/lunch.html) 
in Greenbelt, MD at noon on May 13 with a reception in Bldg. 005’s conference room, Room 021, 
at 2 pm for light refreshments. If you would like to attend the luncheon or reception, please contact 
Jay Megonigal at 301-504-8334 or Jay.Megonigal@ars.usda.gov by Friday, May 6. 
 
If you would like to send any type of correspondence to be given to Leigh at his retirement, please 
send it by May 6, 2011, to 

 
Jay Megonigal 
AIPL-ARS-USDA 
Room 306, Bldg. 005, BARC-West 
10300 Baltimore Ave. 
Beltsville, MD, 20705-2350 
Jay.Megonigal@ars.usda.gov 
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